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Applying for a Registration
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Please refer to this section if you have purchased a new or used vehicle and are applying for a new registration. If you g
are transferring a registration, please read the Transferring a Registration section. Print This Page

2 Email this page to a friend
Fees

Registration Content
Please note that registration fees vary by plate type. See the Fee Chart for a list of RMV plate types and fees. A $50.00
title fee and the applicable sales tax will also be collected.

. Amending a Reqistration

. Applying for a Reqistration

Light and Medium Duty Vehicles That Have Not Been Previoudly Titled

. Canceling a Registration

The Certificate of Origin must be imprinted with a statement of compliance by the manufacturer indicating that the . Converting an Out-of-State
vehicle is California-certified. Registration
Statements that comply: . Frequently Asked Questions

) ) - o . Lemon Law
. This vehicle has a California emission system

. This vehicle meets/satisfies Massachusetts emission standards Low Emissions Vehicle
. Th?s veh?cle @s cert?ﬁed/legal for sale @n Massachusetts Program
. This vehicle is certified/legal for sale in 50 states

. Obtaining a Duplicate

Statements that do not comply: Registration
. This vehicle meets/satisfies Federal emission standards - Regjistering Vehicles from
. This vehicle is certified/legal for sale in 49 states Family or Friends
. This vehicle is certified/legal for sale in New York or Vermont _ _ _
. A dealership certification stamp - Renewing a Registration

. No statement
. Section 5 Information
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Massachusetts RMV - Applying for a New Registration

For more information on this, please visit the Department of Environmental Protection website.

To Register and Title Vehicles Purchased from a Massachusetts Dealer:

1. Have the dealer complete and sign an Application for Registration and Title (RMV-1).

2. You then must go to a licensed Massachusetts insurance agent to obtain an active insurance policy
and have the agent stamp and sign the RMV-1 application.

If there is a lien against the vehicle, please make sure the lienholder information is complete and accurate.
3. After verifying all information, sign the RMV-1 application.
Along with the completed RMV-1 application, you must submit one of the following documents:

o A Certificate of Origin (new vehicles only), or
o The previous owner's title, if a titled vehicle (model year 1980 and newer), or
o The bill of sale and proof of last Registration, if a non-titled vehicle.

4. If presenting the Certificate of Origin or the previous owner's title, be sure the date sold, the odometer
reading and the purchase price have been completed on the back. The dealer or the previous owner(s)

and you must sign the back of either of these forms.

5. Take the completed RMV-1 application and supporting documents to the nearest full service RMV
center.

A 5% sales tax will be collected at this time based on the purchase price of the dealer sale. If the dealer is not

registered with the Department of Revenue, the sales tax will be calculated at 5% of the purchase price or the National

Automotive Dealer Association (NADA) trade-in value, whichever is higher.

After completing the transaction, you will receive a registration certificate, new plates and a year of expiration decal for
the rear plate. The title will be processed and mailed in approximately six (6) to eight (8) weeks. If you have a loan on

the vehicle, the title will be mailed directly to your lienholder.

You must obtain a vehicle inspection sticker within seven (7) days of the registration date.

To Register and Title Vehicles Purchased from an Out-of-State Dealer :

1. You must go to a licensed Massachusetts insurance agent to obtain an active insurance policy and
have the agent complete, stamp and sign an Application for Registration and Title (RMV-1).
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Massachusetts RMV - Applying for a New Registration

If there is a lien against the vehicle, please make sure the lienholder information is complete and accurate.
2. After verifying all information, sign the RMV-1 application.
Along with the completed RMV-1 application, you must submit one of the following documents:

o A Certificate of Origin (new vehicles only), or
o The previous owner's title, if a titled vehicle (model year 1980 and newer), or
o The bill of sale and proof of last Registration, if a non-titled vehicle.

3. If presenting the Certificate of Origin or the previous owner's title, be sure the date sold, the odometer
reading and the purchase price have been completed on the back. The dealer or the previous owner(s)
and you must sign the back of either of these forms.

4. Take the completed RMV-1 application and supporting documents to the nearest full service RMV
center.

If the dealer is not registered with the Department of Revenue, the sales tax will be calculated at 5% of the purchase
price or the National Automotive Dealer Association (NADA) trade-in value, whichever is higher.

After completing the transaction, you will receive a registration certificate, new plates and a year of expiration decal for
the rear plate. The title will be processed and mailed in approximately six (6) to eight (8) weeks. If you have a loan on
the vehicle, the title will be mailed directly to your lienholder.

You must obtain a vehicle inspection sticker within seven (7) days of the registration date.

To Register and Title Vehicles Purchased from a Non-Dealer :

1. You must go to a licensed Massachusetts insurance agent to obtain an active insurance policy and
have the agent complete, stamp and sign an Application for Registration and Title (RMV-1).

If there is a lien against the vehicle, please make sure the lienholder information is complete and accurate.

2. After verifying all information, sign the RMV-1 application. Along with the completed RMV-1 application,
you must submit one of the following documents:

o The previous owner's title, if a titled vehicle (model year 1980 and newer), or
o The bill of sale and proof of last Registration, if a non-titled vehicle.

3. If presenting the previous owner's title, be sure the date sold, the odometer reading and the purchase
price have been completed on the back. The previous owner(s) and you must sign the back of the title.
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Massachusetts RMV - Applying for a New Registration

4. Take the completed RMV-1 application and supporting documents to the nearest full service RMV
center.

The sales tax for a private sale is calculated at 5% of the purchase price or the National Automotive Dealer Association
(NADA) trade-in value, whichever is higher.

After completing the transaction, you will receive a registration certificate, new plates and a year of expiration decal for
the rear plate. The title will be processed and mailed in approximately six (6) to eight (8) weeks. If you have a loan on
the vehicle, the title will be mailed directly to your lienholder.

You must obtain a vehicle inspection sticker within seven (7) days of the registration date.

http://www.mass.gov/rmv/regs/index.htm (4 of 4) [5/31/2007 4:36:09 PM]


http://www.mass.gov/rmv/branches/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/rmv/branches/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/rmv/stations/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/rmv/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/rmv/info/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/rmv/rmvnews/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/rmv/feedback/index.htm
http://www.mass.gov/rmv/legal/index.htm

RMV - Original Titles
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Original Titles

Massachusetts Motor Vehicle Laws Chapter 90D, requires all purchasers of motor vehicles, or trailers with a gross
weight of more than 3,000 Ibs. apply for a new title within ten (10) days of purchase. Failure to apply for title and pay a
sales tax if due as required will result in penalties and interest added to the original tax.

If you want to title and pay sales tax only, but do not wish to register the vehicle, follow the directions below. Please
note, if you are going to register the vehicle also, refer to the Applying for a Registration section.

Fees

The title fee is $50.00 plus the applicable sales tax. Sales tax will be collected on 5% of the dealer sales price. If the
vehicle was purchased from a dealer not registered with the Department of Revenue, the sales tax will be calculated at
5% of the purchase price or the National Automotive Dealer Association (NADA) trade-in value, whichever is higher.

Please note, sales tax on a salvage title vehicle, purchased from either a dealer or non-dealer, is collected based on
5% of the purchase price.

Processing Time

Please allow two (2) to (4) weeks for the title to be processed and mailed. If there is a lien on the vehicle, by law the title
will be mailed to the lienholder.

Toobtain an Original Title:
1. An application for Title ( RMV-1) must be completed and signed by the owner(s). If the vehicle is
purchased from a Massachusetts licensed dealer, the dealer will complete the RMV-1.

2. The completed RMV-1 must be accompanied by one of the following documents:
o A manufacturers Certificate of Origin (new vehicles only), or
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RMV - Original Titles
o The previous owner’s Certificate of Title, Dealer Re-Assignment form if applicable, or . Title Law

o The previous registration and bill of sale for vehicles that are exempt because of their age.
. Types and Definitions

3. Federal and Massachusetts’s laws require that the seller(s) state the mileage upon transfer of
ownership. Also, both buyer(s) and seller(s) are required to sign and hand print their name and date the
transfer document. If the previous title has a space for a sales price, the price must be filled in. If the
previous title does not have a space for a sales price, a bill of sale showing the sales price must be

submitted.
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